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Abstract

Abstract

Revitalization Plan for Mountain Eco—Village Project

of Gangwon Province

Jeom-Soo Kim

To revitalize the mountain eco-villages in Gangwon province, the 50 existing
mountain eco-village projects were reviewed through a research on and analysis
of the related best practices, for the formulation of an alternative proposal.

In the case of countries like Japan and Europe, mountain villages have
developed eco-friendly agricultural products, installed sales facilities for rural and
urban exchanges, established a mass production system connected with adjacent
areas, and promoted the development of experiential-tourism products while
utilizing the resources of the nearby cities and tourist destinations. In addition,
local activation has been enhanced by reforming the residents’ consciousness,
inducing their voluntary participation, promoting excellent leadership, branding
local products, and developing new areas.

At the initial stage of the mountain eco-village project, the Gangwon provincial
government inputted business expenses mainly in the field of living-environment
improvement and production infrastructure, but since 2008, the percentage of
the business investment in the green mountain experience project has increased.

As production infrastructures, wild plants, wild ginseng, and mushrooms were

widely cultivated in the past, but as cultivation takes a long time, there has
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been an increase in investment in the accommodation and experience facilities,
as part of the mountain experience project.

As it seems difficult, however, to revitalize mountain villages only through a
mountain village development project, differential support considering the
abilities of the human resources and the production status of the forest products
of the villages is required, via consistent monitoring.

As a plan to revitalize Gangwon provinces mountain eco-villages, the
production of eco-friendly forest products and specialties by the nearby regions,
and sales through rural and urban exchanges, are suggested, along with the
development of the mountain village cultures, new industrial areas, and regional
brands as well as a publicity campaign through a variety of media. Above all,
however, it is important to train the dedicated leaders and to induce the
voluntary participation of the villagers.

In the administrative aspect, it iS necessary to establish differential-support
systems according to the regional characteristics, to develop programs for the
revitalization of rural and urban exchanges, to educate the residents during the
agricultural off-season, and to have a consistent interest in the development of
distinct brands by the villages.
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